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You might think you know Cancun – 14 miles of pristine white beaches shaped like a number "7", crystalline 

waters and sultry nights sipping on the perfect margarita, right? Well, you're both right and wrong. If this is your idea of 
what Cancun is all about, read on. There's so much more. 

 
The history of Cancun dates back to 1967 when the Mexican government, recognizing the importance of tourism 

to the country’s economic future, began a detailed search to pinpoint ideal sites for tourism development. Resting on the 
northeast corner of the Yucatan Peninsula in the state of Quintana Roo (keen-tah-nah-ROW), Cancun was a part of the 
ancient Mayan civilization and is still considered the gateway to El Mundo Maya (the Mayan World). 

 
Cancun has the distinction of being the one Caribbean destination with the infrastructure, modern amenities 

(spruced up in 2006) and service philosophy to rival leisure destinations worldwide. Unlike many other parts of the 
Caribbean and Mexico, Cancun was built for tourism, and continues to meet the needs of its over 3.3 million annual 
visitors. Cancun delivers to travelers the best of many worlds: the Caribbean and Mexico; modern and ancient; action 
packed and laid back. Cancun is unequaled in its ability to offer cultural treasures, natural beauty, infinite activities and 
North American-style conveniences. 

 
Due to its near perfect weather, natural beauty and easy accessibility from North American gateways, Cancun 

emerged as the government’s top candidate. What was once a remote and tiny fishing village of just 12 families was 
cultivated into the ideal Mexican vacation spot. It capitalized on, without compromising, the region’s natural resources. 
You will find Cancun’s hospitality staff to be among the best-trained in the world at leading hotel brands represented in 
here—from the major names in affordable accommodations such as Best Western and Holiday Inn to the very best in 
luxury such as Ritz-Carlton to Hilton. 

 
The landscape of Cancun encourages the growth of many exotic flowers, such as flamboyances (named for the 

dazzling orange-red splash they make lining sidewalks and plazas) and fascinating fauna, like the prehistoric-looking 
iguanas. 

 
If you are a sports enthusiast, Cancun will not disappoint. It boasts great five golf courses, incredible coral reefs 

for snorkeling and scuba diving, sport-fishing and jungle tours. And if lying on a white-sand beach with the clear blue 
Caribbean lapping at your suntanned toes is what you long for then Cancun delivers. Some of the most beautiful beaches 
in the world are in and around Cancun making it Latin American’s most important leisure destination. /visitmexico.com 
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RESTAURANT RECOMMENDATIONS  

LA HABICHUELA 
 
Location: Margaritas 25, Las Palapas 

 
Seafood   

Reservations: Recommended  Phone: 998/884/3158 
Hours: Monday through Sunday 1:00pm-11:00pm Credit Cards Accepted 

The fame acquired by this restaurant has not solely been for its atmosphere. The superb cuisine and service, the menu 
composed of original and personal creations, emphasizing on Caribbean seafood, Mexican cuisine and excellent top choice cuts 
of beef are part of La Habichuela’s success. All of this, along with the courteous and professional service where every detail is 
taken care of, are the reasons, why, not having visited La Habichuela is like never having been in Cancun. 

 

CASA ROLANDI  

 
Location: Kukulcan km 13.5, Marina 

 
Italian 

Reservations: Recommended  Phone: 998/883 2557 
Hours: Monday through Sunday 1:00pm-12:00am Credit Cards Accepted 
 
Casa Rolandi blends sophisticated Swiss-Italian cuisine with fresh Caribbean fish and Mexican produce. Famous personalities, 
from international actors to American presidents, have dined here. The casually elegant restaurant offers white linen tables and 
candles at night, but welcomes informal dress. Among the creative selections are homemade ravioli stuffed with wild 
mushrooms over a creamy Alba truffle sauce, taglioni with sautéed shrimp and ginger sprinkled with white wine, and fresh fish 
(usually snapper or sea bass) baked in salt and accompanied by fresh vegetables and seasoned mashed potatoes. Finish with 
the sublime tiramisu served with chocolate and rum cream. Service is personalized and friendly. 

 



 

 

Puerto Vallarta 
Mexico City 
Cancún 

+52 (322) 225 9821 
1-800-513-1587 

info@journeymexico.com 

 

 
 

 

FANTINO 
 
Location: Retorno del Rey 36 (Ritz-Carlton Cancun) 

 
Mexican Contemporary 

Reservations: Recommended Phone: 999/924 2992 
Hours: Daily 6:30pm-11:00pm Credit Cards Accepted 
 
Avant-garde Mediterranean food and beautifully executed, Fantino features an innovative menu that works with the purity of 
ingredients and their natural flavors to create award-winning cuisine for food lovers and fine dining enthusiasts alike.  The 
praised menu features exhilarating food, such as: Agnolotti stuffed with handcrafted Ricotta and presented with local heirloom 
carrots, Maine Lobster Lasagna with a fresh bean ragout finished with brandy cream, and Short Rib with squash Gnocchi and 
violet mustard- that adds allure to the tantalizing gourmet-affair. 

 

FRED´S HOUSE 

 
Location: Kukulkan Blvd., Km. 14.5 Seafood 
Reservations: Recommended Phone: 998/ 840 6466 
Hours: Daily 12:00am-1:00am Credit Cards Accepted 
 
Fred's House offers fresh, delicious seafood in an elegant waterfront setting. The menu has an extensive selection of seafood 
dishes, as well as beef, chicken, and other specialties of the chef. There are also selections available from the raw bar, as well as 
sushi. Caribbean lobster and Maine lobster are both available. Seafood platters are available for parties of two or four people. 
Fred's House gives many dishes a little Mexican flair. A regional favorite is the Tikin-Xik Style Whole Fish. The mixture of spices 
on the fish makes it incredibly flavorful. Outdoor dining is available, with tables overlooking the lagoon. Private, outdoor 
cabanas are available for small groups. 
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JULIA MIA 
 
Location: Yaxchilán Av. 2-01 Local 101 S.M 17 MZ 1 Mexican Contemporary 
Reservations: Recommended Phone: 01 800 849 1343 
Hours: Sunday through Friday 7:00am-7:00pm / Saturday 7am-11:30 pm Credit Cards Accepted 
 
Julia Mia features contemporary Mexican food, but never forgets to incorporate traditional flavors and ingredients. The 
inspiration behind Julia Mia (My Julia) is a woman "that's not afraid of anything or anyone, she enjoys life and her traditional 
Mexican drink, tequila, as well as the best selection of recipes from Mexico which integrate tastes and smells, always respecting 
and honoring each ingredient." Expect to be wowed by the tostadas, flautas, sopes, quesadillas, enchiladas, sea bass tacos, blue 
crab taquitos, roast corn soup, red pozole, chicken with mole, salmon al pastor, corn smut and goat cheese ravioli, garlic 
octopus fettuccini, and scrumptious desserts like flan, chocolate volcano, and chocolate truffles with mole and churros. 

 

DU MEXIQUE 
 
Location: Av. Bonampak 109, Sm. 3, Mz. 17, Centro, Cancun French-Mayan fusion 
Reservations: Recommended Phone: 998 884 5919 
Hours: Daily 7:00pm-11:00pm Credit Cards Accepted 
 
Located in what used to be a house, the divine ambiance, service and food make this restaurant stand out on the endless list of 
Cancun restaurants. Chef Alain Grimond and his wife Sonya prepare and serve the food themselves. The cuisine is an interesting 
combination of Mayan and French. Have an appetizer in the lounge or "sala", move to the 20-seat dining room for dinner, and 
have dessert on the patio. If you would like something special that you don't see on the menu, ask and if it's possible, they will 
prepare it for you.  

 


